
ᏣᎳᎩ ᎦᏬᏂᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎦᏎᏍᏙᏗ 
Hvga iyani gihli detsakaha?  How many dogs do you have? 
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Diganasa Didiseka!  Let's Count Animals (pets) 
 
Didehyohvsgi: Hvga iyani wesa duwakaha Ewi? How many cats 

does Eva have? 

 

 ᎲᎦ ᎢᏯᏂ ᏪᏌ ᏚᏩᎧᎭ ᎡᏫ? 
  
Dinadehlogwasgi: Sogwu wesa uwakaha Ewi. Ewi has one cat. 
 ᏐᏊ ᏪᏌ ᎤᏩᎧᎭ ᎡᏫ.  
   
 Ta'li iyani wesa duwakaha Ewi. Ewi has two 

cats. 
 

 ᏔᎵ ᎢᏯᏂ ᏪᏌ ᏚᏩᎧᎭ ᎡᏫ.   
    
 Tso'i iyani wesa duwakaha Ewi. Ewi has three cats. 
 ᏦᎢ ᎢᏯᏂ ᏪᏌ ᏚᏩᎧᎭ ᎡᏫ.   
One pet: 
agi-kaha 
Gihli agikaha. 
I have a dog. 

tsa-kaha 
Gihli tsakaha. 
You have a dog. 

uw-akaha 
Gihli uwakaha. 
She has a dog. 

 
More than one pet: 
d-agi-kaha 
Ta'li iyani gihli dagikaha. 
I have two dogs. 

de-tsa-kaha 
Ta'li iyani gihli detsakaha. 
You have two dogs. 

d-uw-akaha 
Ta'li iyani gihli duwakaha. 
She has two dogs. 

 
The verb –:kaha 'possess an animate entity, steward, raise' is slightly irregular.  Note that 
the first person takes agi-, a consonant stem pronoun, and the third person takes uwa-, a 
vowel stem pronoun. 
 
Meli: Tsimi, hvga iyani sogwili 

detsakaha? 
How many horses do you 
have, Jimmy? 

 

 

 ᏥᎻ, ᎲᎦ ᎢᏯᏂ ᏐᏈᎵ ᏕᏣᎧᎭ? 
   
Tsimi: Ta'li iyani sogwili dagikaha. I have two horses. 
 ᏔᎵ ᎢᏯᏂ ᏐᏈᎵ ᏓᎩᎧᎭ.  

 
sogwu  gihli one dog nvhgi iyani gihli four dogs 
ᏐᏊ ᎩᏟ  ᏅᎩ ᎢᏯᏂ ᎩᏟ  
ta'li iyani gihli two dogs hisgi iyani gihli five dogs 
ᏔᎵ ᎢᏯᏂ ᎩᏟ  ᎯᏍᎩ ᎢᏯᏂ ᎩᏟ  
tso'i iyani gihli three dogs sudali iyani gihli six dogs 
ᏦᎢ ᎢᏯᏂ ᎩᏟ  ᏑᏓᎵ ᎢᏯᏂ ᎩᏟ  
 


